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Webster’s Dictionary defines the word partner as “one who shares” and

“playing on the same team as another” During the past year, it was our
privilege to “share” the Foundation’s resources with our many partners in the
Conference. In fact, were it not for our partners, there would be no resources to share.

As a Conference and as “teammates,” the opportunities and possibilities for the future

are endless. By working hand in hand and focusing on what we want to be as a Church, we

can energize existing ministries, begin new ones, better serve the needs of our current
members and provide an exciting, welcoming, Christ-centered environment for all those who
want God at the center of their lives.

Like none before us, we have an opportunity to provide hope for the future, to build healthy
churches and to serve the needs of a changing society.

More and more, Conference churches and agencies with whom the Foundation has partnered are looking
to the future through the creation of endowment funds, planned gift programs and the stewardship of
assets through a long-term investment plan. They are looking forward to what their future can be through
visionary planning rather than backward maintenance.

During the past year, the Foundation provided incentive and support to seminary students through the
distribution of more than $47,000 in scholarship funds. More than $41,000 was distributed in the form of
grants. Distributions to churches and agencies exceeded $266,000. Lifetime income distributions were over
S114,000. In addition to financial support, Foundation staff delivered stewardship sermons one out of every
three Sundays and were in churches and church members’ homes more than 200 times for the
purposes of creating endowment funds, capital campaign planning, gift and estate planning,

and investment of church funds.

Sharing is partnering. Partnering is teamwork. Teamwork is togetherness. Together,
we can accomplish so much. We embrace what the future can be, and we look
forward to continuing and growing our partnerships in ministry.
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